


Lesson Plan for Invasive Species AWARE Lesson – Myna bird (45mins)
Prior Skills and Knowledge:
· Understand that they play a role in their community. 
· Work well together in groups.
· Understand the terms invasive species and biosecurity.

Instructional Objectives:
At the end of the lesson, students will able to:
· What are mynas birds?
· Where the myna birds came from and how they arrived in our country.
· The problems they cause to our people, our agriculture and our natural environment.
· The meaning of the word ‘Omnivore’.
· Success stories of myna bird control.
· Use the skills of self-management, responsible decision-making and problem-solving and exhibit the values of care, respect and social-awareness.
	Resource Preparation Guide

	Item no.
	Description
	Remarks

	1.
	Computer, Projector, Powepoint slides.
	For showing of powerpoint slides / Slides to be printed out – 1 copy per 4 students if computer/projector not available.

	2.
	Board or Paper and markers
	To use for recording student – teacher interactions during lesson.

	3.
	Paper and markers
	To be used for ‘Pass the idea’ activity.



	Est Time
	Learning and Development
	Resources

	2 mins
	Tuning in

Slide 1 - 2: 
Teacher to introduce the lesson and the lesson outcomes for the day.
	Computer, Project, Slides

	10 mins
	Development 1: Pass the Idea Activity (Part 1) 

Slide 3:
Teacher introduces part 1 of the pass the idea design activity.

Slide 4:
Teacher to go through the instructions with the students.
· You will be grouped into groups of 4-5.
· In front of each group is a piece of paper.
· You will take it in turns to write down what you know about myna birds.  
· You will then pass the butcher paper clockwise, read the notes written, and add to it.  
· This procedure continues everyone in the group has written on the paper.
· You have 5mins for this part.

	Computer, Project, Slides, Paper and markers

	3 mins














	Introduction

Slide 5: 
Teacher to introduce what are myna birds:
· Two species myna bird species are present in the Pacific region, the common myna and the jungle myna.
· The yellow patch of skin on the side of the eye can be used to distinguish the 2 species.
· The common has the yellow patch while the jungle myna does not. 
· Also, the jungle myna is slightly smaller and thinner than the common myna.
· Myna birds use hollows in trees as nest sites to lay eggs.

Teacher to ask the questions:
1) Have you seen myna birds before?
2) Are they noisy?

	Computer, Project, Slides, Board/Paper and markers

	10 mins
	Development 2

Slide 6:
Teacher to share the origins of myna birds:
· Both species are native to Asia. Either or both of these two species are now established in Fiji, French Polynesia, Samoa, Tonga, New Caledonia, American Samoa, Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna.
· Historically, myna birds were introduced as biological control agents for insects.
· More recent introductions have been facilitated by the ability of myna birds to hitchhike or stowaway on sea vessels. 

	

	
	Slide 7:
Teacher to share the problems caused by myna birds:

· Myna birds live closely with humans in places such as farmlands and villages.
· They are omnivores, this means that they eat both plants and animals.
· The mynas eat fruits, grains, flower nectar and insects.
· They also scavenge on street litter and at rubbish dumps. 
· Myna birds damage crops, and extra work is required to protect soft fruits, such as tomatos, and bananas. 
 Teacher to ask the questions:
1) Has anyone seen myna birds eating fruits, crops or at the trash bin?
2) How did you feel when you saw it?

	

	
	Slide 8:
Teacher to share how to manage myna birds:

· Preventing myna birds from arriving in new locations is best. This will include identifying and managing how they can come in such as on ships.
· We also need to be on the look out and detect any myna birds as early as possible. 
· A combination of methods have been used to control myna birds: trapping, use of bait, and shooting. 
· Also, reducing access to food sources and destroying nests may slow population growth and help with controlling or removing of myna birds.

	

	
	Slide 9:
Teacher to share success stories of myna bird populations on Pacific Islands:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Myna birds have been eradicated on Tarawa in Kiribati in 2015. A small number of birds located at Betio were also removed.
· In Tahiti, a combination of trapping by a network of community members, poison baiting and shooting were successfully used in 2012-2013 to reduce myna populations at the entrances to the valleys.
· On Atiu, Cook Islands, a combination of trapping, shooting and poison bait appears to have been successful in reducing to zero density the myna population on this island. As of March 2016, there have no public reports of myna. 

	

	10 mins














5mins
	Development 3 – Pass the Idea Activity (Part 2)

Slide 10:
Teacher introduces part 2 of the pass the idea design activity.

Slide 11:
Teacher to go through the instructions with the students.
· You will be grouped into groups of 4-5.
· In front of each group is a piece of paper.
· You will take it in turns to write down what you have learnt about myna birds.  
· You will then pass the butcher paper clockwise, read the notes written, and add to it.  
· This procedure continues everyone in the group has written on the paper.
Slide 12:
Teacher to lead the class in displaying their paper and gallery walk. 

	Computer, Project, Slides, Paper and markers.

	5 min
	Conclusion

Slide 13:
Teacher to recap the lesson key points:

· Two species myna bird species are present in the Pacific region, the common myna and the jungle myna.
· The yellow patch of skin on the side of the eye can be used to distinguish the 2 species. The jungle myna is slightly smaller and thinner than the common myna.
· Myna birds are omnivores. They eat both plant and animals.
· Recent introductions of myna birds have been on sea vessels. 
· Preventing myna birds from arriving in new locations is best. This will include identifying and managing how they can come in such as on ships.
· A combination of methods have been used to control myna birds: trapping, use of bait, and shooting. Also, reducing access to food sources and destroying nests may slow population growth and help with controlling or removing of myna birds.

	Computer, Project, Slides


Prepared by: Ganges Lim for Pacific Biosecurity
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