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What are we going to learn today?
1. What is an invasive plant and weed?
2. What plant forms can be invasive (for example tree, climbing vine, shrub or bush, small plant or grass)?
3. What are some common invasive plants in the world?
4. How are invasive plants introduced?
5. What are the problems invasive plants and weeds can cause?
6. What are some ways to prevent and control those problems?
What are invasive plants and weeds?
1. An invasive plant is a plant introduced from somewhere else that causes some sort of ____________ in a new area.
2. A weed is a plant that is any plant (native or introduced) that is growing in a place where people do not want it to ______________.
3. Invasive plants can be found on land, in the rivers and in the sea.
4. Not all ______________ plants are invasive.
5. All types of plant forms can be invasive: trees, climbing vines, shrub or bush, small plants or grass.
6. In the Pacific region, there are many invasive plants that are a threat to agriculture, people, ___________ animals and plants and the environment. 
Problems caused by invasive plants and weeds
1. Invasive plants can harm native plants, animals and the environment. 
2. Some invasive plants can produce chemicals that affect the ________ germination, growth and reproduction of native plants. 
3. Invasive plants can also harm native animals by reducing the quality and availability of food, shelter and nesting places 
4. Invasive plants replace native __________. 
5. Invasive plants may be poisonous or _____________ to livestock or humans. 
6. Some invasive plant species grow quickly but have a weak ________ system. This makes them likely to fall over or uproot in strong winds or heavy rain. These falling trees can ___________ houses and hurt people, increase soil erosion, cause poor water quality, flooding and mud deposits covering reefs, mangroves or other marine areas.
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Lantana camara 
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Lantana camara 
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Casuarina equisetifolia 
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How do invasive plants spread?
1. Intentional introduction: timber trees, edible fruits or crops, ornamental garden plants.
2. Accidental introduction: seeds on machinery or imported produce and peoples clothing and shoes when they travel.
3. Natural introduction: wind and water seed dispersal. 
How do we manage invasive plants?
1. Cultural control: maintaining an environment that doesn’t encourage plant invasions. Reduce disturbance and protecting beneficial plants, insects and birds that help keep out invasive plants.
2. Manual and mechanical control: includes hand pulling the whole plant, cutting down, digging, mowing, mulching, burning, ring barking.
3. Biological control: involves the use of living things introduced from the area where the invasive alien plants originally came from.
4. Chemical control: involves the use of herbicide.
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What we have learnt today
1. An invasive plant is any plant that can grow and spread very quickly when introduced into areas outside its natural range.
2. A weed is a native plant that is unwanted.
3. Invasive plants can be found on land, in the rivers and in the sea and can harm people, native plants and animals, and the environment.
4. All growth forms of plants can be invasive (for example tree, climbing vine, shrub or bush, small plant or grass).
5. Plants are usually introduced, or spread, to new locations by intentional introduction, accidental introduction or natural introduction.
6. Both intentional and accidental introductions are increasing with increasing trade and human travel. 
7. Invasive plants can be controlled using a combination of cultural control, manual and mechanical control, biological control and chemical control.	
      Notes
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