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What are we going to learn today?
1. What are mynas birds?
2. Where the myna birds came from and how they arrived in our country.
3. The problems they cause to our people, our agriculture and our natural environment.
4. The meaning of the word ‘Omnivore’.
5. Success stories of myna bird control.
What is a Myna Bird?
1. Two species myna bird species are present in the Pacific region, the ___________ myna and the _________ myna.
2. The ________ patch of skin on the side of the eye can be used to distinguish the 2 species.
3. The _________ myna has the yellow patch while the jungle myna does not. 
4. Also, the jungle myna is slightly _________ and thinner than the common myna.
5. Myna birds use hollows in trees as nest sites to ________ eggs.
Where did myna birds come from?
1. Both species are native to _______. Either or both of these two species are now established in Fiji, French Polynesia, Samoa, Tonga, New Caledonia, American Samoa, Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna.
2. Historically, myna birds were introduced as biological control agents for __________.
3. More recent introductions have been facilitated by the ability of myna birds to hitchhike or stowaway on sea vessels. 
Problems caused by invasive Myna birds
1. Myna birds live closely with ____________ in places such as farmlands and villages.
2. They are omnivores, this means that they eat ________ plants and animals.
3. The mynas eat fruits, grains, flower nectar and __________ .
4. They also scavenge on _________ litter and at rubbish dumps. 
5. Myna birds damage crops, and extra work is required to protect soft ___________, such as tomatoes, and bananas. 

Myna bird management
1. Preventing myna birds from arriving in new locations is best. This includes identifying and managing how they can come in such as on ____________.
2. We need to be on the look-out and detect any myna birds as _________ as possible. 
3. A combination of methods have been used to control myna birds: trapping, use of _________ , and shooting. 
4. [image: ][image: ]Also, reducing access to food sources and destroying nests may ________ population growth and help with controlling or removing of myna birds.
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Left to right: Common myna, Jungle Myna
Credits (Top to bottom): Image of common myna by T G Santosh - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20416657,  Image of jungle myna By J.M.Garg - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3002573
What we have learnt today
1. Two species myna bird species are present in the Pacific region, the common myna and the jungle myna.
2. The yellow patch of ________ on the side of the eye can be used to distinguish the 2 species. The jungle myna is slightly smaller and thinner than the common myna.
3. Myna birds are _________________. They eat both plant and animals.
4. Recent introductions of myna birds have been on _________ vessels. 
5. Preventing myna birds from arriving in new locations is best. This will include identifying and managing how they can come in such as on ships.
6. A combination of methods have been used to control myna birds: trapping, use of bait, and shooting. Also, reducing access to food sources and destroying nests may slow population growth and help with controlling or removing of myna birds.
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