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What are we going to learn today?
1. What is a free-ranging animal?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Where did cats and dogs come from and how did they arrive into the country.
3. Why are cats and dogs sometimes a problem for people?
4. How can we better control cats and dogs? 
What are free-ranging animals?
1. A free-ranging animal is an animal that can go wherever it wants and is not kept to a __________ or property.
2. They can move anywhere they want and are not looked after by anyone.
3. Free-ranging animals can include animals that were once tame but have since returned to the _________. These are known as feral animals.
4. Feral animals can include dogs and cats, and pigs.



Where do cats and dogs come from?
1. _____________ dogs were originally bred by people from wild wolves. 
2. Across the world people have lived with dogs for thousands of years. Dogs serve humans as ___________ for people with impaired sight (cannot see well), guard dogs and hunting companions. 
3. Dogs were introduced to the Pacific region around 3,000 years ago, when people first came to the Pacific. They were introduced (along with pigs, chickens and Pacific rats) as people settled across the region. 
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4. Domestic cats were also bred by humans from wild cats. 
5. People and cats have lived together for thousands of years. Cats are valued companions for some people and can make people happy. They also have been used for pest control of ________ and other rodents. As a result, cats can now be found almost everywhere across the world. 
6. When dogs and cats are well cared for, they do not cause problems for people, and many people find the company of these animals important.
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What are some problems caused by free-ranging cats and dogs?
1. Cats and dogs that are not well looked after by people can become wild again (feral).
2. Cats prey on (hunt and eat) native birds, reptiles (lizards and geckos) on Pacific islands. Cats have been involved in at least 14% of all bird, mammal and reptile ________________. 
3. Cats are also a threat to public health. They are carriers of a parasite called Toxoplasma. 
4. The parasite infects people through eating contaminated undercooked meat, and through touching cats.
5. Free-ranging and feral dogs can be a threat to public health and ____________.
6. They can cause injury to people because of bites and attacks. Some people have been killed by dog attacks.
7. Dogs can also carry diseases. 
8. Dogs can be a nuisance because of their barking _________ and fighting especially at night. 
9. Free-roaming dogs are also an animal health and welfare issue. The dogs suffer from early death, malnutrition, starvation, disease, and abuse. 
10. Feral dogs tend to be aggressive and wander in _____________. 
How do we manage these animals?
1. Promote __________ pet ownership to reduce the number of free-ranging cats and dogs. 
2. Keep collars on animals to identify them as having owners who look after them.
3. Keep animals in one place – sometimes this can be difficult as it requires fencing an area.
4. Keep female and male animals separate when the females are ‘in season’ (can get pregnant).
5. Encourage people not to ________ free-ranging cats and dogs and reduce access to household food waste. 
6. Educate people not to ___________ animals in the bush.
7. Ask for help to reduce the numbers of dogs and cats if they are injuring people.
What we have learnt today
1. A free-ranging animal is an animal that can go wherever it wants to.
2. Free-ranging animals include feral animals such as cats and dogs that were once domesticated (tame) but now behave like wild animals.
3. Cats and dogs were bred by people from wild cats and wolves as companions for people and to help with hunting.
4. Free-ranging cats and dogs are a threat to public and human safety as well as livestock and wildlife.
5. Controlling the number of dogs and cats and caring for these animals are ways to prevent them becoming feral and harming people, livestock and animals in the environment.
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